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The Old. Old Story Told Under
Majestic Trees.

FLIRT'S BATTLE GROUND

Sunny and Shady Side of Life
May Be Seen in Govern-

ment Reservations.

Talk alwiit flirting! If ou want to see
the genuine, un.iuultcr.itea article. Just
saunter mer to the Capitol Grounds, or
speud .in evening in uny of the iiuii.eroua
parks of the uty ami oii will Le ccuwnced
that Cupid's power is Just as pntent now
as it was in the dajs or and
GaljhoJ, when no test of sliength or skill
was too great to endure for the sake of
la lug ,t trophj ai the leet of tome rair
Elaine.

The gallant knights of the present day,
howexer, are not obliged to go hejoud the
limits or llonst, and cnndysl ops in quest
of faors which will win the uncertain heart
of the summer girl. For the girls of
todaj are summer girls, or II e most

tjiic, and they kuow what they
want, and how to get it. too.

Heboid .i sample of the greatness of the A

femiuipu mind:
"Oh, dear, isn't it horrid!" petulantly ex-

claimed a Couniilicut incline beauty as
she Rate her hat a Jerk, wl.lc.li set it
at an angle or 4i degrees.

"Justperfectlj alNjniiii.ible!" emphatical-
ly answered her ilium, with an angry toss
or her chemically treated curls.

"Just to think of it. Sue, We wanted to
go down the river tonight and up to the
music tomorrow, and they knew-- it, and hail
to gooff cycling with those hideous Stanley
girls '

"There's the soda, too, I'lo," added Sue,
"and the Ice ireani. O oh, the hateful
things."'

"Say, Sue, let's get eten!"
'All. right: how?"

"Let's go up to the Capitol, or some-

where, this etening, and see if we can't
pay 'mi back!"

"Oh, but suppose Jack finds It out- - He'll
he furious," protested Sue.

"Now, Sue, don't be a goose. What If
he does. We can fill out of it, easy
enough."

"AH right, but I haven't, a cent, and we
can't walk."

"We won't. We'll ride," calmly as-

serted Tlo "Both was, tco."
"What on, our looks?" laughed Sue
"No, the cars, on three cents and a car

ticket I'll fix the conductor." was the
startling reply

T1IE CONDUCTOR "riXKD "
A well-tol- tale of a lost poikcthook

"fixed" the conductor, and they were
soon enjoying the beauties of nature, by
electric light, from the iletatiun of the
Capitol .steps

Inacuvitt under such clrcnuManccs.tvas
out or the questiun. so a promenade was
the order or the hour until two callow
youths, in tthiteduik, wearing "GirlWant-ed- "

and "If on love me. grm" buttons,
tumbled to the situation and paused to re-

turn the "grin" which the knew was
sure to follow.

It did follow, and developed Into a
lit el giggle, as the quartet compared notes
on buttons, biccles and Kiseball Prefer-
ring to revel in the witeher or the moon-

light, they sought a more secluded spot
where inquisitive etcs and the audacious
rays or the electric light failed to pene-

trate.
Confidences common to the summer girl

and her male counterpart were exchanged
at a lit el rate, and all went well, until,
hy some unlucky fate, the two "hideous
Stanley girls" and their cycle companions
chanced to stroll along that balcony and
fairly stumbled upon theinteresting quartet.

Such a complication as resulted, for Sue
was Just In the thick of a summer, or other-

wise, engagement with Jack, while the
elongated outh of the "girl wanted"
button, had entered into a similar contract
with the prettiest of the Stanley glrs.
The interesting quartet was speedily broken
up nnd wrath and tears were the

the tuneor" J ustTclITIieinth.it
You Saw Me," winch a small boy was
vigorously whistling In the street Iielow.

Thegirls walked home, andb themselves,
too, and now the octet don't speak as they
pass by.

Howeter, the experience1 or tie summer
girl are as varied and variable lis Washing-
ton tvrather, but rarely does she get into
any difru ullles. Smooth sailing Is the
manirest characteristic or her career and
jiot infrequently white roses and wedding
bells form a part of the grand rinale.

IF THE BENCHES COULD TALK.

Could the grand old trees, whose droo'i-In- g

branches afford shade and seclusion to
one of the benches In Franklin I'ark tell a
story of their obsenations of mankind,
many an interesting romance would doubt-

less be disclosed. A particular bench is
marked, and is alwasin demand by those
"who wish to discuss the old, old stor and
Jts variations.

One etening, not many moons ago, a
young girl occupied It all alone, until the
twilight deepened into darkness, and she,
like Mariana of the n oatcd grange, began
to sa,"He comcth not; I am aweary."

But he did come, lioweier, and though
he pleaded business and dwelt uion the
wiather, she quickl reminded him of his
remissness bj:

"Next time I ireet Ou. yoi'll know It "
"But dear, I could not help It. You see

I did rot want to come without this,"
satd he, producing a tiny Jewel case and
there amid the lights and
shadows, with mil) the trees ami twink-
ling stars to witness, he placed the
Xing on her finger. Willi all tl finishing
touches. When lie asked her ir she still
objected to the "business" which de
tained him, with a woman's liicnnsistcnc)
he replied:
"Oh, that's different."
The parks are not alone the rendezvous

of courting couples, hut man or lire's
comedies and tragedies cm point to them
as the Alpha and Omega or tlir existence
Domestic estrangements, nilsundersttnd-lngs- ,

partings and reunions, all alike find
consummation along graveled walks and
aisles of these unrivalled gardens uf Eden
which beautify our city.

Inmost cases, howcter, the wlilte-tvlnge-

dove of peace soars oter the troublous
element Many have cause to bless the
advent of the parks, for In some chance
meeting in the oases of the city desert
some have found their lites' greatest
nnppliicss.

In the Smithsonian grounds not very long
ago, a little comedy was enacted, whlih,
but for the existence of that particularspot
as a resting place for weary pedestrians,
might bare been a tragedy Instead.

It was early In the spring, before the
summer girl and the butterriy had yet
donned their wings, or the chill breezes of
departing winter had softened elown Into
summer's gentle zephyrs.

One dark, dismal afternoon, when old Sol
was In the sulks behind the clouds, and the
dead lettcs wen' hurrlug nnd skurrylng,
hither and thither, at the beck and call of
the wind, the old prophecy i r the silver lin-

ing being ulwas"present was verified.
It was not the sort of a day that most

people would choose tor a contemplation of
Nature's glorious elements, but still there

IS no accounting for tastes. At least so
thought the passers by as they noticed a
belated wa) farer take his suut among the
leaves on one of the benches. Lighting a
cigar nnd unfolding a newspaper, he set-

tled down to enjoy himself, regardless of
weather, time or place.

Shortly artcr.a ladyattired In the somber
habiliments or mourning and evidently In
sore distress, came leisurely along the
same pathway. So Intent was she upon
her own thoughts that she did not observe
the solitary occupant of the bench until
the restless wind blcwa portion of thenews-papc- r

at her feet,Somewhat startled, she
looked up, only to give a faint scream and
full In the arms of oncshe mourned asdead.

They had met on that very spot some few
cars before, and as a result Lad eloped

and been secretly married. She, returning
to her parents" home, whllo he. In questof
work, had gone West. Death had claimed
both her parents, nnd rumor numbered the
absent husband with them, also, remit-les- s

and friendless, she had come once tnonj
to lisit the spot so fraught with pleasant
memories, before she sought relief from
her troubles in a suicide's grave.

Park lire lctels rank, for allalike meet
upon common gro uud. The aristocrat,
the pauper, white and colored, of oil kinds
and conditions, enjoy the same privileges,
and share the same benches, too.

There is no respecting or persons, much to

the disgust or many, whose exclusive ten-

dencies require them to remain aloof from
the common herd.

Here. Dinah. smillngand odorous, wlthher
week's washing on her spacious lap, sits
complacently beside the haughty socieiy

dame, whose frigid glances fall to pen-

etrate the persp.ring equanimity or the emi-nen- tl

uscriil. it not nltogctheroruamental,
member or soc.ety by her side.

Close by, on another bench, ill spite of

the heat and regar.UCs- - or the ga7e of the
cumins, Thomas .lerferson Is telling the

Mine old story, ctcr new, to a tery smil-

ing and dusk Sarah .lane, and the world
looks on and smiles, as It alwass docs,
whether the lotcrs Ik colored or white,
old or oung. Christian or pagan.

Though a blessing to Immunity In gen-

eral, rroni the wee tot taking Its dally
outing in its nurse's arms or rolling In

enjoyment upon tl.c grassy sward
to the aged teteran whose hoary locks and
tottering steps tell of time's relentless
touch. )et the park Is and always will !e
while time lasts and the summer girl ex-

ists, with l.cr predilection for riirtlng un-

diminished, a Mecca to which Cupid will
dircel those In search of the shortest road
to II men's altar.
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NOW HE WANTS A WIFE.

The lliirrnsvliiK Experience nt an Un-

married Mull "it u Ffciile.
Detroit Free J'riss.

"Look at my duck pants," said the bach-
elor, who was walking around his den as
restlessly as a hena. when his married
partner called- - "Most of the people in
the city hate seen them, but I'll give ou
a prltutc exhibit. Note the big green
splolihes See the patches where the
starih was taken out. limp as an empty
sail Feast our ejes on this shirt front,
streaked nnd striped In etery color from
blaikberry Jam to pink lemonade. Looks
line the work of u poster-painte- r with the
jim-jam- s Observe this Panama You
would naturally think that It had been run
through a clothes-wring- and then put
in irons. CoJnt the blisters on
the Inside of my hands. Note thjit my
ees are as red and bleary as thuugli I
were a victim of the gin habit. The skin
is peeling off my face and my hair looks
as thou'gu It hud been dried In a hartest
field."

"Gool man! Were yoJlna build-
ing that collapsed, an exploilon or a ship-
wreck?"

"No, It is all the result of a de-

liberate and premeditated of foil on
my own part Some of the ladles'
Inveigled me into attcudiuga Sunday-scho-

picnic, all the families of the children
The oungsters took to ine like

bees to a sugar barrel. The babies led
over ine, slobbered over me, dumped all
kinds of refreshments over me and crowesl
over ine. The little boys n'led me in the
grass, piled on ine like the bottom man in
a football mountain of flesh, used my hat
as they would the bail and toted ine the
nicest they eter took to any place.
I rowed the little girls on the rlter till my
hands like puff balls and thought
that my baik would hate to be set. I
was parboiled in the sun and pretty nearly
blew my brains out while I smoked my
ees out starting n fire. I was used as
a pack horse mid did police service keep-
ing 200 or 300 lads from getting lost
falling the water. On the way home
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outside passengers disputed as to whether
I was drunk or had been In a runaway.
Now I'm looking for a wife."

"Because ou think ou cin stand any
kind of trouble now?"

"No, sir. Because notice that of
ou married fellows are ccr picked upon

as the victims In these social barbarities.
I'd rather assume the responsibilities
a husband than superintend anothcrpicnlc."

m .

CONTRACTOH'S SCHEME.

With n Hand Organ's Aid His Men
Worked Fntter.

London Ttt Bits.'

in front of uncompleted flat
building a contractor uneasily watched
the laborers as tbey slowly performed
ihoi. ornrt. The men who carried In the
bricks and tiling from the street were
especially annoing to him. Tbey moved

about at a sleepy and turtle-lik- e pace and
did not appear to be worried in the least
when their slowness the cause of
delay on the Inside work.

Willie he was watching them in disgust

an Italian with barrel organ baited Just
the way aud began grinding out a

lively march.
lie had been plalngfor several minutes

before the contractor observed tbe mar-

velous elfeitof the music on the men, who
were earning the bricks. They came out
of the building like circus horses in a
graaa entree, hurriedly filled their hods,

and then inarched luck into building
at double quick, stepping high.

The buldcr went acWs tbe street and
gave the Italian a shllhnf In return for
which he played lively tunes Tor naif
hour. During that half-hou- r the laborers
dlJ hair-day'- s work. Next day tbe con
tractor ran across another Iullun, and
sent lilni over to the corner to play. And
the laborers never discovered what
shabby tridrbad been played upon them.

" .
A Difference Koted.

"Uncle Slmon,.what Is the difference be-

tween a statesman and a roHUilan?"
"The politician pulls the wagon and tbe

statesman gets the ride." Chicago Rec-

ord.

LOOKS LIK WASHINGTON

Ebenezer Ball's Appearance

the Subject of Comment.

COUSIN OF A PRESIDENT

He WasRelated toWashington
by Thre e Lines of Oousinship

and Also by Marriage.

Visitors to the Pension Office often stop
and gaze at the man in thargu of the cigar
and souvenir stand.

"He is the ing Image or George Wash-
ington," is the frequent remark. And well
hemaybe, forthisgeutleuiau.Cul.Ebeiiezer
Burgess lull, is one of four who are the
neatest retinites of the first President,
being the gianelsou of Col. Burgess Ball,
of. Virginia, Washington's cousin and close
friend.

He was relnted to Washington by three
lines of loiisinship, to which he added a
fourth by marrlug the Gcnerul's niece,
Frances Washington. The three sous or
this marriage were George Wushli.gton
Ball, whocommanded a company or cat ulry
hi 1812, and died of camp fctcr, unmar-
ried; Lar.i)ette Rill, with one son, Capt.
George Washington Ball, who Is a geolo-
gist, and Charles Burgess Ball, the rather
or Ebenezur Ball, also the late Judge Ball,
or Virginia, and one daughter, who is at
present a resident or a hull e for ii.iurabies.

Thus the four people, w Lose ilaim to
nearest kit ship to the Father of his Coun-
try, have Leen acki.uw lidgcil as Just by the
society of the Wins of the Ketolution, are
all ilescejndaiits or the marriage Col.
Burgess Ball with Frames Washington.

KEftEMBLANCE ACCOUNTED l'OK.
The resemblance letween Col. Ball, of

the Pens on ortici, and Gen. Washington
accounted forby the former, whotracesthe
apiiearanceor both to the Ball family.

"George Washington,' said he, "got his
looks rrom bis mother, .Mary Ball, while
mine came to me from her brother, and 111

grandfather. Burgess Ball."
Col Ball, who within one carof be-

ing an octogenarian. Is quite active for
his age, and may be seem dally tiehind the
counter of Ins Pension Office stand,

!Ielivespla!ulyfbutcomfort.tlly,
In a small brick dwelling on Fourth street,
nearG northwest, where his wants arc min-
istered to by a domestic who has been in
hissertice for ears.

Here he delights to receive his many
visitors and recount the adventures of his
eventful life, not omitting his resemblance
to "Cousin" George, or which he is very
proud. His history, as relates It, as
rollows:

He was born in Loudoun county, Va., In
1817, and afterat ten ling the country school

once,"
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for eight ears, came Washington the
seventeen search work.

secured cmplOinent clerk store
which Was situated Seenth street and
Pennsylvania aenue northwest, and held
tills position for ten years.

While there often waited such men
Webster, Gales, Calhoun and Clay, who

would drop in to him account his
distinguished descent.

Col. Ball was the first to settle on
Western lands. lie started five before
the famous days '49.

SEARCHED FOR HOLD.

The time gold fever found blm lo-

cated the banks Osage River
Missouri, but caught the epidemic and
started out with five oxen and crowd
of young for the Pacific coast.

lie followed the northern route, but when
had gone far as Oregon was told by

returning pioneers that courd netcr
--cross the Humboldt desert witli such
party. decided locate wliere

and settled Rogue River Valley.
While herethc Indians, who were brought
Into contact with white man the
first time, swooped down one night, and
attacking every house the camp, precipi-

tated what known as the Rogue River
Indian war.

The whiles finally exterminated the
band completely. Col. Ball fought during

war Willi distinction. Afterward en-

tered into the provision business and sup-

plied camp with food.
the outbreak tbe cirtl war re-

turned old home Lcesburg, Va.,
take care his widowed mother. He re-

mained there during the war and pro
tec the fine home plantation, which was
her property.

Near close the war bis mother died.
The close the struggle found him ruined
man.

then came Washington and engaged
for while the butter business, bat was
forced to give op. When tbe Wasntng--

ton Monument was completed applied
for-t-he position doorkeeper, but failed

secure
Several friends obtained permission for

blm open the stand the Pension Office,
which now supports rdin Tery comfortably.
Be unmarried, having remained single
for the protection of, first, his mother and
afterward his sister, who, until lately, was
dependent upon him.

A THEATIUCAI VKNTUKE.

Tilt New Manager Found tile Little
Miin tht Wronu; ort Mini.

2J""J Detroit Free Presi.
"Yes, I took out a company

admitted the fat alderman, they
were mining beer witii politics. was
young then uud hustltugllke a man making
for a cyilone cellar. Old ilunky had a
pretty good circuit for those days, and
kept two or three companies own on
the road. I happened his ollice when
word came that one managers had
skipped, and I struck lllunky for the Job.
Though was a raw hand at the business,

rJrit' f jFa

Col. Etenezsr

knew that I .v.ir full ofdajs' work, and
concudeel to liavr a show."

After Kivintz me some instructions,
said there was one thiriK hp wanted
particularly imprests ujkid me. The j eo-p-

the company would try to run
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Genealogy of the Ball Family.

over mc.andl muBt maintain myauthority
from the start. If I gave them inch
tbey would take the whole business.

'You're not very tig man,' be went
'but OU've got sand. If they get too

obstreperous on your bands, pick out
the littlest fellow in the company and whip
the tar out of blm. Then they'll recognize
you as ruler of the roost.'

no sooner Joined the people was
to look after than I detected signs of re-

bellion. was holding court half the
time, hearing complaints and settling dis-
putes. was continual mix-u- p and
wrangle till was nearly crazy. One
nigbt little town in Missouri
the climax came. They were all on the
rampage, and two or three them, that
'little mati' among the rest, swore they
would not go till all the crooked things
pending were straightened. Tbe crisis
had come where must proceed as.pcr in-

structions.
"I promptly collared the small fellow.

But say. If ever man was up against
I was. He dusted the stage with me,
the tops off all the footlights, wrecked the
flies, threw me both ways through the
scenery, and cked the entertainment by

dropping me from rear window into the
alley. Then and there ended my meteoric
career In the theatrical world. Ever since
that have made It standing rule not to
seek any advantage because man's
size."

Fixing. CorT.
An comer In room that lacks

distinction improved by using rich
for background. Before it was

placed beaufiful mahogany tea table and
two 'dainty chairs, that would have lost
half tlieir decorative value against the
wall paper.

Osborne A .Bbban Oysters.
The oyster season has commenced. Os-

borne & Hoban, corner Pevenih and Q,
have long bod tbobest Oyster house In
th. nintrict. Ra.w?box supplied dally
'with Shrewsbury".' Rockaways and Tan-zt- er

Bound. Best for
bicycle. o

AT THE LONGBRIDGE'S END

Thirty Years' Changes in the

Historic Structure.
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ONEOFCITY'SBUSYSPOTS

Dozens of Trains Roll Across
It, Connecting the Capital

and the South.

When the Long Bridge Is mentioned one
does not hate to say the Long Bridge at
Washington, any more than cue would
obliged to affix the State to Gettysburg;

Burgess Ball- -

Hull Kun, Chai tellon-uUe- , CJd Harbor
or Appomattox.

The name conjures up the snake-lik- e

structure, with a luiitf lii e of glittering
lktGiietstriatintiupflaps,whUeariny wagons

ITiUtun JUii
U Xioor of Harkbui
Cafla&d. died lM

tft Vcrpoa Aaaociauoe.

and rumbling artillery stretching away
into the bills. It recalls
historic da$ the 'GO'S, and history's
pages reproduce It many times.

But the Long Bridge of today is not the
structure of thirty odd years ago, when
Hooker's army swept across Its shaky
spans. Then the wooden trusses crept
across reach of flats into
sedgy shore, with sleepy river crait
tied to ancient wharves. Flue jrnr-den- s

reached back to the water's edge,
and willuws nnd' sycamores fringed the
stream. Eut it's now.

HAVE CHANGED.

One the busiest sections in the city
Is that In the Immediate Yicinlty ot the
north end the bridge.

A few Questions to men employed in th
railroad yards and along the docks nearby
and the emphatic answers will quickly con-noc- e

anyone to the contrary It tbey happen
to bav-- an Idea that that section lR a quiet
place. A half hour hi the telegraph office
and switch tower at the end tbe bridge
can be spent with considerable Interest and
profit by one who Is Interested In the busy
scenes that are shown every day in every
locality. At this point forty-fou- r passenger
and thirty-tw- freight trains pass daily.

If for other reason was this section

used the place would be considered busy

one, but when the other classes of business
are also taken into consideration the sec-

tion becomes decidedly active one, and the
many branches work there are worth
watching for awhile.

"You ought to be here some day when It
Isn't raining,", said Harrison, the day
operator, "and you'd think it a busy

plec? The men who are usaMly occupied

in this vicinity can't work today because
of the rain, and whenthega.igisawaythe
place has rather a deserted appearance.
Come around tomorrow and I'll guarantee
to show you as lively place as will be
found in the District of Columbia."

At that very moment there was a heavy
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downuour of rain, and apparently. In
spite of this, there was cene ot actiTity
all around the tower. Train after train
rolled by in either direction, and man

who attends strictly to business in a switch J

tower has about all he can handle cone-nientl-

Added to the several trains on
the .railroad tracks there are tin- - trains

the Washington, Alexandria and Mount
Vernon Railway, which come anil go so
often that one Is not out of sight before
another is In Its place.

There Is something inajebtlc atwut rail-

road train, as there Is about steamship,
and some of the limited expresses on the
Southern and on the Chisapeake and Ohio
which pass this tower almost hourly are
among the finest In the world. Thcj look
especially Interesting as they go fllng
past the tower or as they are brought to
dead stind near the tower, if circumstances
occasion such procedure.

Even the little trains the elec'rio
rallwa) attract more than a passing e

as they conic In sight with that pecu-

liar whirring sound made only by i.ee-tri- e

cars. The little trains of three cars
tale tin' tracks at ttls end the bride",
and when once the truiki that are idd
on the bridge tbey make quite a showing. I

There are sixteen freight trains 'lay
wlilib pass over the bridge in eillisr

making thirty-tw- trains of Mm

nature which the operator and sw'i.li-ma-

must look out and account fur
particular notice of the trains is appar-
ently taken, by the men In iharge, but
every few minutes he will get up Iro-- a
comfortable ihalr, throw over a sw.teh
or two.'and In less than a minute .norg
comes a train. and (lies witihes arechaiieil
again. The passing uf these freight trails
shows a good deal how business is in 'he
worliaday worlJ.

If trains are Iorg and heavily loaded it
means that lulms Is good: that in'erv-fo- r

this and that have and are '.vg
Issued, and that merchants. nmi'Mf'i- -

turers, and producers of materials ue
busily engaged in lilllng the orders will
out. When freight trains are short n'ld
running light they show that-thcr- e Is a
lack of general business e vi win r. thil
Is felt not only on the railtoad, b'l. 'n
oihrr branches of trade.

A short distance north of the bridge and
letweea Twelfth and Thirteen and

treet-san- d E and Water streets southwest,
are the ards of the Southern Hallway, and
their roundhouse and car sheds Sceral
gangs workmen are here engaged at all
hours of the day and night. There is no
let up eitn on Sunday, for trains must !

made up and cars and motile power must
beinprotiershaiie. lnthe roundhouse there
are men enaged In cleaning or making some
ininorVejialrs to engines, while In the car
shells the iaseiiger loaches are tMng over-
hauled and thoroughly cleamsl be-

ing made up Into trains for a trip to the
end the line In the far Foulh.

Switch engines are coining and going at
all times, the crews either bringing a car
In or taking one out. This program is irone
through everyday and every night, the in
iluMrial march being ordered years ago,
and it has been just so ever since That It
will remain In operation there Is little
doubt, for the railroad is a busy
one, esjierially about this city, at all three
of the iar

USED BY MANY ROADS.
Across the n tracks the

the Cheaieake and Ohio and the I'en'i
rallrrads"is the west side switch

yard of the I'ennslvanla railroad, extend
ing from Twelfth to Fourteenth streets
southwest, and here the sari e scene of ac-
tivity as in the Southern Railway yards Is
witnessed eery day and every night.

If there Is a lot of heavy freight from
the East and North for joints South which
goes by water from this city the cars arc
unloaded in the west end ards and the
freight carted In trucks to the boats lying
along the Seventh street clocks If there
happens to be a carload of Iron, a new
street car for one of the several lines, n
Heavy piece of machinery, the ale un
loaded In this yard, for It occupies a more
central position In the city than an of lie
other yards, and while the work done
here more convenient both for the rail-
road people and the truckiren the bust

is simply a part the eerday af-
fair and adds so much to the busy opera-tljn- s

that are iiarainount In this section.
From the switch tower a good view

the docks awl irdustry along the river
front is obtained The work of loadingand
unloading the largest of toiling vessels is

Cspi dtvi ri.tf rf-- i

carried on within a short distance of the
bridge. It Is one of the most interesting
sights Imaginable to watch the work
the 'longshoremen discharging the cargo
of ice, cement or lumber of big

her off empty to George-

town for coal.
The arrival sloops loaded with fruit

and vegetables, or cord wood and lum-te- r

is, too, a feature of the Industrial hab-

its of the Totoniac hi this particular section
aud all this commerce Is carried on within

few hundcrd yards of tbe spot first
mentioned.

Atlantto City Cnpe Moy by B. fc O
B. R.

Fridays and Saturdays, 10 a. m. and 12
m. Round trip $8. Goo returning until
Tuesday. 8,t.tb,s Jylau
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THY MESSENGER BOYS'

Washington Youngsters Who
Earn by Their Wit.

WIDE AWAKE AND SHREWD

There In a 'Wldo Difference
tlio IVttlker uud the ltlder.

They Hne Their .superMltiouM and
Their Fun "Sou kern" Catch Them
All Sunn time The Iluppli-M- t Day,

Many a Joke is cracked at out the er

boy, but the WiLShlngtoa species Is
not slow and sleepy. A sharper and
sihrewdcr set of jo uigjtjr would be hard
to find.

There are three companies In this city
who employ these boys to tarry messages
ami uiegrams. me Ijicyile boy In one
company receives $17 a irojth and the
walking boy ?14. Another company pas
the messengers 2 cents a message or $10
a month, and the third ras the riding
boy $10, and the walking boy 12 a month.
For these amoints he works from 0 to
10 hours a day.

The boys arc the hustlers of tho
company, hustlers for the coin, and thero
Is a race to the office every morning be-
tween them to catch the first batch of
Mirgrams, whlc'i ruusfroin fiftytoseventy-fie- ,

for the Departments. So-n- e of these
bo.is get down as early as 4 o'clock when
their hour of reporting Is o. The salaried
lx)s ireeps m aloig almut 6 oclotk since
iLis immaterial to hi n whether he has one
telegram or a hundred. It means no more
salary for him on the first of the month.

AREA TRICKY LOT.
They are a tricky lot, too, and many

times will charge you for a telegram when
the charges are already paid, and stuff
the money down in their pockets to buy
sweets for theday.for the messenger bo8
are high flyers and have a sweet tooth. A
tnik of the mestenger boy during the win-
ter is to carry a teltgram to a fcoute and
as soon as some one comes to receive it be
starts an imitation cough. He will then
ask the lady to please give blm ten cents to
htlp purchase a bottle of cough syrup.
The messenger boy's s'ory will generally
go, and with the Imitation cough ringing
In her ears the lady of the house will go
down In Ler pocket SLd give the desired
amount.

As for car tickets, why it would be hard
to find a member of the force in the city
who has not at least a dozen In hlspoiktt
always ready to do business with tLcm at
four cents a peace. Whenever they carry
a imssage,w feel boy or walking toy. they
will always say

'Mister, will ou please give me n car
tkkei, I've worked very hard today and
am tired"

Nine times out of ten they receive It and
trudge on to ttielr destination, for a mes-
senger boy in a sjritt car Is a rarity.
Never smd a message by a walking boy.
for it will be nenssar to u- - the
to tell when it will reach its denlnaticn.
He will peir in all the shop wlndowsalong
the line, discuss the latent make of tlcycle
with his pal, play a game or roof marbles
or ball, stop at nine or ten candy acel fruit
stands, read "Deadwol IHik,'and reach
his destination about 'three hours and
thirty minutes after starting. When you
pay jour lull ve.i ill think m'i nave had
the messenger all week instead of an hour
oro.

There Is as much difference between
the biccle and the walking boy as there
is between night and day. Give the rid-

ing boy a ineage and sometimes a tip
and he will mount his silent steed aial
go off like the wind- - Occasionally he
will loaf but not near as much as the
"drillers" or walking bois.

Like a great man other people, er

boys are superstitious, and when
a telegram or message; Is sent to a house
to reach which a cemeter has to be passed.
It Is hard to get a bov to carry it- - They
will go willingly in the day time but after
night fall It Is another question. They
will begin to tell stories of "ponks when
such a message is mentioned, and it often
results in the dismissal of several of the
boys- - With all this he is kind hearted
ami often has helped the needy with the
few pennies he could spare

THE HAPPIEST DAY. ' '

The happiest day for a messenger boy Is
New Year's. Then le receives his greet-

ings and distributes one with every me ssa ge
or telegram which almost always brings
him something from the receiver.

The late Senator Leland Stanford would
alwas present a S3 b.ll to the messenger
boy who first brought him a telegram on
New Year's morning, and to any other
messenger who brought him a telegram
during the rest of tl e day he would glvo
fifty cents. The different foreign legations
always give mone on New Year's, and
tho whole force usually has Indigestion
on Christmas and New Year's.

Now and then the boysget what they call
"soakers." This is a meffage to be de-

livered about five miles from the office,
and with all the wheel bos out, the
walking boy has to foot It. Sometimes
will foot it, sometimes he will throw up
his Job.

In winter time the night force of boys
when business N slack, will me tb9
"bulIy,"or fire In the office, and rend the
latest editions of dime novel", such us
"Nick Carter,""l)eadwood Dick." "Harry
Reade" and "Pure Shot I'etc." You can
often hear them whisper to one another,
"Lend me such aud such a novel," or "I
will trade iu." All of a sudden there
will be a call and loy No 1 on the bench
will get "soaked" out in the cold on a
call. The rest or tie bos will laugh at
their good luct while No. 1 now on the
bench sits in rear, Tor he knows he will be
the next one out nnd no smile broadens his
rncc. His may be a "soaker" of a couple
of milos. Some of the remainder keep on
reading their noels, some go to sleep,
and other, think or the hour or quitting, for
ir there Is nnthing a messenger boy don't
like it Is to work on a night with the snow
two feet deep and the wind whistling

around the corner at a forty-mil-e an hour
rate.

So he lives along, but the messenger boy

is not always going to Ih the same. He

The values far exceed
those of any
previous season.

Third door from corner
W., Seventh and F Streets,

We extend a cordial invitation to

you and your triends to inspect the

many new and beautiful novelties we

are showing for Gentlemen's wear,

Trousers to order, $3.oo to $S.oo.

Suits to order, $i5.oo to $20.00.

NEW ENGLAND PANTS GO.

527 SeVentll

Money
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